The Zionist Organization of America and its Greater Philadelphia Chapter thank and are grateful to
Pennsylvania State Sen. Anthony H. Williams and State Sen. Vincent J. Hughes for their clear and direct
calls stating that Nation of Islam Minister Rodney Muhammad should no longer be president of the
NAACP of Philadelphia after Muhammad’s anti-Jewish social media posts came to light last week. ZOA
has also demanded that he be removed from his post. We also commend the Jewish Federation of
Greater Philadelphia, the NAACP Pennsylvania State Conference and the NAACP Main Line Branch for
their strong statements. The National NAACP has been silent on the matter. It did post on its web site
however a statement from Muhammad from July 30 which did not include any apology.

Muhammad is reportedly also the chaplain for the Philadelphia Sheriff's Department. Philadelphia
Sheriff Rochelle Bilal, a former secretary of NAACP Philadelphia, said that Muhammad should not resign.

Much of the media and outcry are focused one meme Muhammad posted claiming that Jews are
controlling and oppressing black Americans, but between Muhammad’s own Facebook and Twitter
pages and the Facebook page of Muhammad’s Mosque #12 -- which he controls -- there have been
dozens of posts that promote Jew-hatred, incite violence, seek to delegitimize the Jewish People or
endorse speeches filled with anti-Jewish rhetoric. Some include Nation of Islam leader Louis Farrakhan.

After failing to apologize and claiming ignorance in an earlier statement, on July 30 Muhammad issued a
new statement on the letterhead of the NAACP Philadelphia Branch in which he again neglected to
apologize for Jew-hatred.

“Last Thursday | learned of an image posted on my timeline that bared significant offense to the Jewish
community.” But astoundingly Muhammad couches this in passive voice — not admitting that it was he
who posted the meme. He also again claimed he was not aware that the meme was offensive: “After
learning of it’s[sic] significance | immediately of my own volition removed it. | do regret the insult, pain
and offense it caused to all particularly those of the Jewish community by this unfortunate episode.”

Muhammad added: “I AM NOT NOR ARE ANY OF OUR MEMBERS ANTISEMITIC!”

Rodney Muhammad began this statement with this: “Holy Quran 22:40”. According to quran.com, one
translation of this verse is: “Those who have been expelled from their homes unjustly only because they
said: ‘Our Lord is Allah.” -- For had it not been that Allah checks one set of people by means of another,
monasteries, churches, synagogues, and mosques, wherein the Name of Allah is mentioned much would
surely have been pulled down. Verily, Allah will help those who help His (Cause). Truly, Allah is All-
Strong, All-Mighty.”
https://quran.com/22/40?translations=17,18,19,22,23,25,32,52,75,85,95,20,21,27,77,31,33,34,38,39,84
101

The meme that caused the furor depicts a stereotypical, Nazi-like caricature of a kippah-wearing man
with a large, hooked nose with bejeweled fingers. With one hand he is crushing a group of people.
Above him are photos of three celebrities who are devotees of Farrakhan and who recently made anti-
Jewish posts on social media. Beneath their images and the caricature is the caption: “To learn who
rules over you, simply find out who you are not allowed to criticize.” The meme came to light on July 24
after a local website wrote about it.

Rodney Muhammad’s mosque continues to post anti-Jewish messages. There was this posted on July
29: “'The Honorable Minister Louis Farrakhan forcefully responded to the long-standing and unrelenting
campaign of racist hate and slander conducted by the Jewish leadership --- the Minister outlined in
meticulous detail the innumerable historical grievances Blacks have against Jews, much of it contained
in two books... 'The Secret Relationship Between Blacks and Jews,' Vol. 2, allows us unprecedented
access to the private confessions of Jewish scholars and rabbis about their strategy of using the Black
Man and Woman as scapegoats for their own economic and political advancement. JEWS


https://quran.com/22/40?translations=17,18,19,22,23,25,32,52,75,85,95,20,21,27,77,31,33,34,38,39,84,101
https://quran.com/22/40?translations=17,18,19,22,23,25,32,52,75,85,95,20,21,27,77,31,33,34,38,39,84,101

SCAPEGOATING BLACKS: A LONG HISTORY OF HATE https://noirg.org/news/jews-scapegoating-blacks-a-
long-history-of-hate/” Included were images of the covers of those books.

On July 27, his mosque posted this: “77 SECS OF RIGHTEOUS VINDICATION! What you need to know in
this hour!

"Those of you who say that you are Jews, | will not give you the honor of calling you a Jew; you are not a
Jew! You're So-Called [a Jew], you are Satan and it is my job now to pull the cover off of Satan so that
every Muslim, when he sees Satan, [will/should] pick up a stone. As we do in Mecca, --- when you know
who Satan is, you don't have to kill him, No. The stone of #Truth; see, that's what you throw. Allah says,
"Had We wished to take a passtime from before, sure We would have done it. Nah, we cast #Truth at
falsehood 'til we knock out it's brains!" Every one of you who knows #Truth, STAND UP and TELL IT from
the mountain top!" ~The Honorable Minister Louis Farrakhan / The Criterion, July 4th Announcement”
There were links to two clips from Farrakhan’s July 4 speech — a speech which was laced with Jew-hatred
and attacks against Israel and Christians.

As ZOA has previously noted, it strains credulity that the NAACP can have as a local leader a man who is
part of the leadership of the Nation of Islam, which for decades has attacked and spread falsehoods
about Jews and Israel, whites, Christians and Catholics and the LGBTQ community.

State Sen. Anthony H. Williams and State Sen. Vincent J. Hughes agreed. Both spoke at a news
conference this week featuring leaders of the Jewish and black communities.

Williams, who received Greater Philadelphia ZOA’s Friend of Zion Award in 2013, noted his long and
positive relationship with the Jewish community. “That meme is not just anti-Semitic, it’s racist, and
people have forgotten its history,” Williams said, invoking the Nazi Era. “Further, it is now used by some
white supremacists all across the world and used consistently not only to state their hatred of Jews but
their hatred of African-Americans. The meme was insulting not only for Jews, not just to African-
Americans but anyone who fights in this country for what the standard is supposed to be — a star that
shines brighter than anyplace else in the world, that allows acceptance not based upon race, religion or
creed but because you’re a human being.”

He added: “Anyone who, one, cannot find themselves the ability to apologize when you say you're
stepping on their toes or kneeling on their neck, let alone say they represent the highest standard of
inclusion --1 can’t stand with that person. So for me, I’'m very clear: Until the NAACP in Philadelphia
decides to straighten out its house, | can no longer be a participant with that. ... “That meme represents
the most reprehensible, the most vile —and frankly | do not accept ignorance from anyone in our
generation that says or suggests that they don’t understand what that meme meant.”

Williams said: “I’'m past waiting for an apology. We are well past that point. Those of us who are leaders
(of ethnic, racial) who look and seek and demand that this nation unite and remove barriers based upon
religion, race and gender have to stand in alliance and against anyone who makes those statements
publicly.”

Hughes said: “l want to say something real clear ... the meme that was posted in no way reflects the
state of the relationship between blacks and Jews in 2020. ... blacks and Jews have a good, productive,
historical relationship. The meme was anti-Semitic.” Hughes said he spoke to Muhammad and suggested
the NAACP leader apologize. “Obviously there was no apology. And as | said | believe he needs to step
away from the organization.”

The NAACP Pennsylvania State Conference said in a statement: “NAACP strongly condemns denigrating
statements regarding persons of the Jewish faith and denounces the post made on social media by
NAACP Philadelphia Branch President Rodney Muhammad. The illustration depicting an anti-Semitic



cartoon in no way reflects the thoughts and work of the NAACP and in fact is found to be
reprehensible.”

The NAACP Main Line Branch said in a statement that it “condemns the action of the Philadelphia
NAACP Branch President Rodney Muhammad.” Noting Muhammad’s vile meme, the statement
continued: “The NAACP Main Line Branch finds disparaging statements regarding Jewish people
reprehensible. Anti-Semitism is unacceptable and antithetical to our purpose.”

The Jewish Federation of Greater Philadelphia said in a statement: “On Thursday, Rodney Muhammad,
President of the Philadelphia NAACP, intentionally initiated the spread of anti-Semitism on his Facebook
page. This vile behavior from a civic leader is incredibly dangerous for Jewish communities across the
world. The Jewish Federation of Greater Philadelphia deplores Mr. Muhammad’s actions, and calls on
the NAACP to remove him from his position immediately.”

Some Philadelphia NAACP officials spoke out in support of Muhammad according to a KYW Radio report:
“’| wouldn’t ask him to resign for something like that,” countered Harold James, an executive board
member of the Philadelphia NAACP. ‘l don’t think he needs to apologize,’ James continued. “He didn’t
know what it represented.”

Rev. J. Louis Felton, Philadelphia NAACP’s first vice president, told KYW Radio: "We are certainly not an
anti-Semitic organization, and we disavow anything that is anti-Semitic.”
https://kywnewsradio.radio.com/articles/news/officials-clash-over-resignation-of-philly-naacp-
president

Philadelphia Sheriff Rochelle Bilal said on WURD Radio in Philadelphia on July 28: “I’'m a member of the
NAACP and I'm calling for him not to resign” and instead condemned those who called on Muhammad
to step down.

Bilal stated on-air that she spoke to Muhammad and she believes his claim he did not know the image is
offensive. “Do we all know every single image and picture that is out there what is the history meaning
of it. We don’t. We human beings. Was it wrong? Yes. Do we think that it was wrong for him to go about
doing that? Yes. But he made a mistake. He’s a human being.”

ZOA rejects claims that anyone could not be aware that such imagery is anti-Jewish. In fact we are
convinced that because of the volume of anti-Jewish material that has been on his social media and on
that of his mosque’s — as well as many of the comments that Muhammad’s social-media followers have
made in response to these posts — that he was well-aware of what the meme conveyed. Such Jew-
hatred and calls for violence must not be tolerated. National NAACP leaders must condemn Muhammad
and remove him.
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